Who Are They?

Introduction
-

Currently, there is a shortage of
radiologists and an increased
demand in patient exams. Due to
this shortage, RAs were
introduced to help lighten the
workload of Radiologist (McLeod
& Montane, 2010).

Patient Assessment Process
-

Thoroughly explains procedures
- Answers patients questions
- Spending time with patients and
their families
- Prepares the patient
- Obtains patient consent
- Adapts protocols to improve
diagnostic qualities

- This in Turn:
- Gives radiologist time to attend
to other duties
- More appointments can be
scheduled which leads to
increased department
productivity and hospital revenue
(Ten Napel et al., 2014).

-

“Registered RTs who have
completed an advanced level
of education in the radiologic
sciences and passed an
advanced certification
examination offered by the
American Registry of
Radiologic Technologists (May,
2005, p. 31)”.

Supervision
- Direct - The RA is required to
have a radiologist be present in the
facility and be readily available to
provide assistance when needed
(Ludwig et al., 2009).
- Personal – Radiologist is
required to be in the same room
as RA during critical part of the
the procedure (Ludwig et al.,
2009).

Exams

Benefits
- Performs certain exams
- Makes observations of
diagnostic images
- Fills out paperwork
- Perform all of the patient
interactions before, during, and
after exams
- Are liaisons between physicians,
radiographers, administrators,
and radiologists
- Allows radiologists to have
increase reading times with
more difficult or severe cases
- Gives radiologic technologists
(RTs) an opportunity to advance
in their profession

-

PICC line placements
Lumbar punctures
NG tube and ET tube
placements
- Arthrograms
- Myelograms
- Biopsies
Ellenogen et al., 2007

Conclusion
- RAs are extraordinary help by
managing and assessing patients,
performing selected exams and
procedures, and
making/forwarding observations to
the radiologists (May, 2005).

Patient Satisfaction
-

Shorter wait times

- Results in:
- Increased compliance
- Will come back for future
exams
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